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4. lf one vvishes to be precise, one shoutd distinguish between the 
notions 'reference' and 'citation'. lf paper R contains a 
bibliographic note using and describing paper C, then R contains 
a reference to C and C has a citation from R (Price (1970)). Stated 
otherwise, a reference is the acknowledgement that one 
document gives to another, while a citation 1s the 
acknowledgement that one document receives from another. 
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4. The first practical application of this principle did not occur in 
library and information sciences but in legal practice. lndeed, 
Shepard's Citations, a legal reference tool, has been in use in the 
Uniteci States since 1873. To use Shepard's Citations, a lawyer 
must first locate a previous decision relating to his current case. 
He does this by consulting a digest which will provi de him with the 
case number far any given decision. 
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4. To set the record straight, Garfield vvas neither the first to think of 
the idea of citation indexing far literature retrieval nor the first to 
apply it. The lnstitute of Electrical Engineers, far instance, had a 
citation index in the beginning of the century, which was 
abandoned in 1922 (Garfield (1971 )). In additi on to the citation 
indexes compiled by ISI and Garfield, there have been other 
efforts at making citation indexes. 


