 

(COMPANY NAME) and POLITECNICO DI BARI

PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT
FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
____________________________________________  LABORATORY 

- hereafter referred to as “Agreement” or “Framework Agreement”  

The undersigned Framework Agreement is 







BETWEEN 
COMPANY NAME _____________________________________________________________________________________________
AND
POLITECNICO DI BARI, hereafter referred to as “Politecnico”, tax code 93051590722, VAT number 04301530723, based in Via Amendola 126/B, 70126 Bari, legally represented by the Rector, Prof. Francesco Cupertino, hereafter referred to singularly as “Party” and jointly as “Parties” 
GIVEN THAT
a. the aims of Politecnico di Bari include those of training and research as well as the sharing of technology and services with social-economic systems and the local area;

b. through interaction with local public and private bodies, Politecnico di Bari aims to generate, distribute and support knowledge-based development systems;

c. these objectives will be reached through the adoption of a systematic approach at the frontier of research and training and across areas of excellence within the Politecnico and the local socio-economic system;

d. consequently, Politecnico di Bari aims to strengthen its collaboration with public and private bodies in order to encourage co-operation in research project partnerships with areas of common interest; 

e. (COMPANY NAME) hereby proposes development in the field of __________________________________;
f. the Parties plan to build on their accrued experience through a strategic long-term collaboration aimed towards the generation of ideas, feasibility studies and research projects, to be carried out as a partnership; 

g. the Parties, in order to reach these objectives and establish a preferential flow of skills between Politecnico and company, aim to establish a multi-disciplinary laboratory on Politecnico di Bari premises as a form of collaboration geared towards the evolution of advanced technology and the generation of innovative ideas. Related activities will be carried out at Politecnico di Bari laboratories and on premises made available by ____________________________ of the Politecnico Administrative Council, in line with a free and/or paid loan of use contract for the  __________________________________ laboratory;
h. (COMPANY NAME)____________________ may also contribute to Politecnico di Bari didactic activity through the direct participation of its employees and the provision of integrated didactic activities such as degree theses, training placement programmes and similar; in order to make qualified operators available within the productive environment, _________________________ is interested in collaborating with Politecnico di Bari in the promotion of placement programmes and/or PhD programmes in the fields set out in Attachment ______.

IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, IN ESTABLISHING THE INTEGRAL PART OF THIS AGREEMENT, THE PARTIES AGREE ON THE FOLLOWING 

Article 1 - Purposes of the agreement
1.1  The Parties recognise that in defining joint partnership projects in which research, innovation and training are closely linked to local fields of economy and production, the synergy established between university and company leads to excellence in research and training in key subject areas. 

1.2  With this agreement, the Parties intend to define the content of the partnership within the context of research activity, technological development and innovation in the field of __________________ and establish an integrated multidisciplinary laboratory to be named  “______________________________”, which will be organised to carry out specific research in the fields outlined in Attachment  ______. 

1.3  These activities, limited to common projects for both Parties, will be realized through funding and appointment of university researchers, research fellows or other similar positions. These will be funded directly by (COMPANY NAME) or through research projects which involve the _______________ Laboratory, to be agreed upon by the Parties on a project-by-project basis.
1.4  The internationalisation of research and training activities, including participation in European and international projects, represents a key strategic asset in both Parties’ positioning policies. Therefore, the Parties propose identifying common measures to define international network relationships and organize institutional events to promote business, scientific and technological cultures at local level. Moreover, others forms of collaboration on initiatives may be implemented to create synergy between Italian and international networks as well as organising institutional events in collaboration with other regional bodies.
1.5  The Parties intend to identify new models and strategies to allow for a reinforcement of links to the local region, also in social and cultural terms. This is to be implemented through experimentation with new forms of communication and the distribution of high level technological knowledge and experience within the local social framework.   
Article 2 – Purposes of collaboration in research, development and innovation projects as part of ___________ Laboratory activities.
2.1 The Parties encourage collaboration in research, development and innovation activities  within the fields outlined in attachment ______. It is understood that during the period of validity of the current agreement, the Parties may, subject to consensual written agreement between both Parties, update attachment ______. The Parties agree that the current Agreement will be implemented through the undersigning of individual research contracts regarding the agreed fields, in line with the contract model set out in attachment ________ . These will govern the specific purpose and expected results, the methods of implementation, the duration, the costs involved and fee payment method and all services required to carry out said programmes. These will also give a detailed list of successful applicants to the public tender for external staff (university researchers, research fellows, PhD researchers or other equivalent roles), organised by the Politecnico on the basis of the current Agreement and pursuant to a public tender selection held in line with current regulations, which forms an integral part of attachment ________, albeit attached at a later date, as per Appendix 1. These contracts will also be regulated by clauses set out in the Framework Agreement. It is understood that where there are differences between the Framework Agreement and the implementation contract, the latter shall prevail, unless the Parties state otherwise in writing.  
2.2 The Parties agree to establish ______ Laboratory within Politecnico premises to allow for the coordination of common research activity, the identification of topics of interest, a monitoring of the international scientific panorama to determine areas of innovation, and the creation of a sector for skills and human resources to rationalise common resources in line with the mutual areas of research for both Parties, as set out in Attachment  ______. Moreover, the Parties agree that research activity may also be carried out at the premises of  (COMPANY NAME).

2.3 In particular, the Parties intend to collaborate on the implementation of specific joint research projects to be agreed upon in line with the current Framework Agreement. These collaborations may be carried out in the formats outlined below, including:

· sharing of scientific contexts and identification of priorities for joint research;

· funding for positions of professor and researcher, to be organised on the basis of specific agreements;

· joint participation in regional, national, European and international public tenders and research programmes, with specific attention to EU Framework Programmes;

· collaboration on specific research programmes funded by (NAME OF COMPANY). For these activities, the obligations of both Parties will be defined on a project-by-project basis, with individual contracts to be drawn up in line with the format set out in attachment  ________;

· technical and scientific consultancy, focusing on specific topics;

· planning, development and use of equipment of common interest;

· collaboration on the development and promotion of joint areas of interest through the international networks in which both Parties are involved;  
· promotion of activities to share scientific and cultural culture with the local area;
· promotion of innovation management culture.

2.4 The Parties further agree:

· to supply ______ Laboratory with scientific equipment of their own property, to be selected from specific lists provided by both Parties to the Co-ordination Committee;

· that the staff working on these research projects will be selected from specific lists provided by both Parties to the Co-ordination Committee;

· that the abovementioned lists will be periodically updated by Co-ordination Committee with reference to new equipment and/or disposal of equipment, as well as in relation to changes in __________ Laboratory staff;
· that research staff may have independent and unlimited use of available equipment and amenities as set out in the specific regulations issued by the Coordination Committee. These regulations will provide details on responsibilities regarding correct operation, handling, and personal and laboratory safety, including safety procedure training for the laboratory premises  and use of machinery, as per current internal regulations of both Parties;
· to guarantee insurance cover for staff regarding both personal injury and civil liability damage for joint activities; the abovementioned cover will ensure that each Party will have sole responsibility for technician operation on the premises, independently of working relationships, both regarding any damage or injury suffered as well as for third parties, except for legal regulations applied to malicious liability .

2.5 The Politecnico, in accordance with current internal regulations and laws, guarantees to fulfil its obligations for security checks as regards safety, accident prevention, workplace hygiene, fire safety and environmental protection.
2.6 Staff operating in ________ Laboratory will be required to respect current safety regulations within Politecnico premises.  

2.7 Staff operating in ________ Laboratory will be required to respect current safety regulations within (COMPANY NAME) premises.

Article 3 – Purposes of collaboration for didactic, training and network activities 
3.1  (COMPANY NAME) hereby confirms its availability to offer support for activities including:

· development of degree theses, projects and papers;

· execution of assignments;

· organisation of visits and didactic internships for students; 

· organisation of conferences, debates and seminars;
· collaboration on the development and promotion of activities of joint interest through the national and international networks which both Parties adhere to; 
· organisation of events in synergy with other regional bodies;
· organisation of ad hoc explanatory talks from Politecnico teaching staff and (COMPANY NAME) managers;
Placement activities are regulated by the agreements set out under art. 7 of Regional Regulation no.3 (10/03/2014) as an implementation of Regional Law no.23 (05/08/2013), existing current regulations and any future amendments or modifications.  

3.2 Specifically, (COMPANY NAME) aims to encourage:

· collaboration between specialist technicians and qualified researchers, as selected by Politecnico organs, to carry out didactic activity which may also be complementary (assignments, etc.); 
· access to library facilities for Politecnico staff and the opportunity to consult books and scientific literature available at these premises, as per the regulations set out in the subsequent article.

3.3 As part of research projects funded at regional, national and international level, (COMPANY NAME) undertakes to continue _________ Laboratory activity in line with research requirements and objectives through:

· funding of additional PhD programme places;

· grants or fellowship scholarships, with potential use of company premises;

· participation in the development and implementation of Master’s courses;

The above activities will be planned on an annual basis and are subject to the stipulation of agreements which define conditions and methods (including financial) for the abovementioned support.
3.4 Subject to specific agreements, the Politecnico hereby confirms its availability in offering support for training programmes for (COMPANY NAME) staff through training workshops or seminars to be organised on specific topics within the fields of those areas specified in Attachment  ______ .
Article 4 – Joint funding of __________ Laboratory 

4.1 In order to establish a lasting research group for the areas outlined in this Framework Agreement, the Parties agree, for projects common to both Parties and for the entire period of this agreement for each common area of research interest as per Attachment ____, to guarantee a staff consisting of one permanent university teaching staff member and one researcher (temporary RTD tenure-track researcher, research fellow student or equivalent) from the __________ Department of the Politecnico. 

4.2 For projects common to both Parties, the Parties agree to jointly fund research staff as follows: the Politecnico will guarantee the co-ordination activity of the university teaching staff member responsible for the research areas of common interest as per art. 2.1, while the financial cover for temporary research staff (RTD tenure-track, research fellow, PhD research student or equivalent) and other costs will be guaranteed as per the measures outlined in art. 1.3. 
Article 5 – Co-ordination Committee 

5.1 In order to plan and co-ordinate the activities to be pursued within the scope of this Agreement, the Parties agree to establish a Co-ordination Committee which will be valid for the entire duration of this Agreement and will consist of:

· For (COMPANY NAME), sole representative for this Agreement ___________________, or delegated Party,
· For Politecnico di Bari, sole representative for this Agreement and Scientific Supervisor, Prof. ______________________________
The tasks of the Co-ordination Committee will be:

· to set out the strategic objectives of the collaboration;

· to define and plan the specific guidelines for research activity;

· to monitor the executive processes outlined in the current Agreement;

· to encourage links between industry and university through academic training activities and external communications.

5.2 Each Party will cover any additional costs for the activities of Committee members.  

Article 6 – Duration and renewal
6.1 The current Framework Agreement has a duration of  _____________years from the date of stipulation and may be renewed upon expiry for an equal period subject to an exchange of written agreement between both Parties. Automatic renewal is excluded. Withdrawal on the part of either Party may take place at any time but must be communicated to the other Party by registered letter with at least six months’ notice.   

Article 7 – Access to Party premises and use of equipment  

7.1  With the exception of item 2.4 above regarding access and use of premises, each Party may consent that, when necessary, staff from the other Party carrying out activities outlined in the current Framework Agreement may access premises and use equipment on an occasional basis. Each access is subject to the consent of the Party’s Supervisor and/or Financial Department Director and is in line with current laws and regulations and in respect of protection, health and safety norms. 
Article 8 – Ownership of industrial and intellectual property rights 

8.1 Except for cases of moral rights of authorship or invention as per current legislation, with reference to the results of intellectual ownership deriving from jointly financed activity, the Parties agree that all rights for ideas, inventions, intellectual work, strategies, projects and data created during or as a result of activity set out in the current contract, including rights on patents, authorship, reserved information, databanks, trademarks and other intellectual property rights, will be entirely regulated by specific agreements and/or research agreements to be implemented.    
The results of intellectual property deriving from scientific research funded entirely by one of the Parties will be the property of the funding Party and the conditions for their use by third parties will be authorised and regulated by the Party on a case-by-case basis.
Article 9 – Scientific use and distribution of non-protected results through industrial property rights  

9.1 Individual agreements will be implemented to govern the use and publication of scientific and/or technical results obtained as part of collaborative research.

Article 10 – Use of other Party logos
10.1 The collaboration set out in this Agreement does not confer any right of the use of name, symbol or other logo of the other Party (including abbreviations) for commercial or promotional purposes, except where specific agreement has been made.   

Article 11 - Confidentiality  

11.1 Notwithstanding conditions under articles 8 and 9 regarding intellectual property, both Parties recognize the confidential nature of all private information exchanged in implementing the current Agreement. Therefore, following the expiry of this Framework Agreement and for a subsequent period of five years, the Parties shall endeavour not to:

· reveal to third parties, wholly or partially, directly or indirectly in any given form, any confidential information transmitted to them by the other Party; 

· use wholly or partially, directly or indirectly, any confidential information transmitted to them by the other Party for reasons other than those outlined in the current Agreement.

11.2 Each Party shall endeavour to indicate to the other any information considered confidential, the distribution of which requires written authorisation. Any confidential information will only be transmitted to staff for whom this is a demonstrable requirement for the purposes set out in this collaboration and who have agreed to the confidentiality clauses as outlined in this Agreement. 
11.3 Both Parties reciprocally agree that non-disclosure obligations do not apply or no longer apply when this refers to:

· confidential information which at the time of dissemination is already known by the receiving Party, on the condition that this knowledge has not been fraudulently obtained;

· confidential information which is already in the public domain at the time of dissemination or which subsequently enters public domain, on the condition that this is not due to the fault, error or omission on the part of the receiving Party or any third party which the receiving Party may have revealed confidential information to as per the conditions set out in this Agreement;
· confidential information already known by the receiving Party, having received this from a legitimate third party and thus not subject to the confidentiality obligations of the disseminating Party;
· confidential information developed independently by the receiving Party or developed in their own interests independently of any confidential information divulged by the disseminating Party;
· confidential information the distribution of which has had specific approval from the disseminating Party.  
Where a receiving Party asserts a right to distribute information in accordance with the current paragraph, said Party is obliged to provide proof of the conditions for exemption outlined above. The framework of the current Agreement does not include confidential information which the Party is obliged to disseminate in compliance with any form of legitimate order on the part of governing, judicial or arbitrary authority, on condition that upon receiving said request or order, the receiving Party immediately notifies the disseminating Party in order that the latter may adopt appropriate measures to protect their rights. Should the disseminating Party fail to obtain a ruling to protect their rights, the receiving Party, obliged by law or by authority order to reveal confidential information, will only be required to divulge a minimum part of the confidential information requested.  

Article 12 – Treatment of data 

12.1 As per EU Regulation 2016/679 and in compliance with contractual norms, both Parties will ensure an appropriate treatment, use, dissemination and communication of the personal data collected as part of the current Agreement. This data will be used exclusively for purposes related to the establishment of said Agreement, as well as for any legal obligations. 
12.2 The role of data controller will be adopted by the acting legal representative for each Party. Both Parties will notify the other immediately where any data treatment supervisor is appointed. 
12.3 Both Parties agree to the reciprocal inclusion of this Framework Agreement partnership on their respective institutional websites.  
Article 13 - Disputes
13.1 The Parties agree to resolve amicably any dispute arising from the interpretation or execution of the current Framework Agreement.   

13.2 Where no amicable resolution may be found, the Parties agree that the place of jurisdiction will be Bari for any disputes connected to the validity, interpretation, execution or resolution of the current Framework Agreement.   

Article 14 - Registration
14.1 The current Framework Agreement is subject to registration norms only where its use is applied under art. 5 of Presidential Decree no.131 (26/04/1986) and art. 1.1 (b) of the fee clause included in the abovementioned Decree, under the responsibility of, and fee charge to, the requesting Party. The stamp duty fee will be paid by  _______________________________
Article 15 – Final provisions
15.1 Amendments
No change or amendment to the current Framework Agreement may be deemed binding unless this has been approved in writing by the authorising body of both Parties with the express reference that this is a change or amendment to the Framework Agreement.  
15.2 Waiver
Any waiver of the rights set out in the current Agreement must be made in writing. Unless expressly indicated, a written waiver may refer only to specifically outlined measures or omissions. A delay in implementing a right or the non-implementation of a right is not to be considered a waiver of that right, unless referred to otherwise in the current Framework Agreement. The waiver of one right is not to be considered a waiver to other rights.
15.3 Correspondence
Any correspondence between the Parties concerning the present Agreement must be made in writing and sent to the following postal addresses:

· For (COMPANY NAME): 

_______________________________
· Politecnico di Bari

Via Amendola n. 126/B, 70126 Bari (Italy),

Attention of Prof. Francesco Cupertino, Rector
Correspondence is considered valid from the date of its actual receipt on the part of the recipient.  

Article 16 – Attachments
The following attachments form an integral and substantive part of the current Agreement:

Attachment ______: JOINT INTEREST AREAS OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Attachment ______: RESEARCH IMPLEMENTATION CONTRACT.
Article 17 – References
For any other points not expressly referred to in this Framework Agreement, current norms and regulations will apply, insofar as they are compatible.  
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